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Measuring liquid viscosity at home

WANG Hui-qin
(Physics Experiment Center, Shanghai University of Engineering Science, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The straw contrastive method was used to measure the liquid viscosity on the basis of

Poiseuille’s formula. Owing to the measurement principle of Ping’s viscometer, the liquid viscosity

was measured only by using a transparent straw, a long tail clip and a glass cup. The results showed

that most of the students’ experimental measurement results were within the normal range. Thus this

home experiment could be used as a supplement to online experimental teaching projects.

Key words: viscosity; Poiseuille’s formula; contrastive method; home experiment
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